Please print on facility letterhead
LETTER OF MEDICAL NECESSITY

Name of Child

Date of birth
(Child’s name) is a (age) year old (female/male) with a diagnosis of (Name Dx). This diagnosis results in significant limitations in mobility, strength and stability, postural control and balance, endurance and respiratory capacity. As these limitations impact this child’s functional independence, significant assistance through physical therapy and through assistive devices to accomplish ordinary tasks for daily living is needed. 
It is medically necessary that (Child) obtain a standing system.  (Child) is at a crucial state in (his/her) disease, and if not provided the ability to stand with specialty orthopedic equipment, may completely lose the ability to weight bear. This child is also at risk for the development of spinal scoliosis, which would require painful and expensive spinal stabilization surgery.

(He/she) requires a standing system with precise postural controls.  I am recommending a StandingDani dynamic wheelstand be obtained to prevent musculoskeletal irregularities that may occur due to inappropriate postural controls.  This wheelstand will place (child’s name) in the most desirable, upright posture while simultaneously improving trunk and back extensor strength.  Several other standing systems have been researched; none were able to adequately address (Child’s name) specific postural needs. Benefits of the StandingDani dynamic wheelstand include, but are not limited to, the following:
· anatomically correct weight-bearing through the lower extremities for prolonged periods of time with the positive effects for skeletal bone growth and development;
· prevention of contractures of lower extremities by providing extension postures for prolonged periods of time (compared to flexion postures in wheelchair,etc.);
· minimize progression of kyphotic, lordotic and scoliotic spinal changes through active (dynamic) spinal extension and controlled ROM of the trunk.
· strengthening through the upper extremities and trunk including wrist musculature, triceps, deltoid, mid and lower trapezius, latissimus dorsi, abdominals, paraspinals, and further shoulder girdle and upper trunk postural muscles;
· superior pelvic stability without the need for lateral hip pads (as found on most passive standing systems), allowing for active and dynamic trunk mobility and strengthening;
· the most desirable postural alignment with minimal hardware, which allows for ease of propulsion;
· independence in standing mobility for indoor and outdoor use.  This allows (child’s name) to interact with (his/her) peers at more appropriate levels for increased self-esteem.
Due to multiple orthopedic limitations (scoliosis, hip dislocation, hip flexion contractures, hip adduction contractures, limited ankle range of motion, knee hyperextension) it is very difficult to position (Child) in an anatomically correct standing position.  The Standing Dani wheelstand is adjustable to 1/8”.  No other stander has that capability, or offers all of the above benefits.
The appropriate sized Standing Dani dynamic wheelstand with tray attachment and quick release telescopic pull handle is the recommended standing system for (child’s name). The extensive list of benefits clearly demonstrates medical necessity.
If you have further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact (name and title) at (area code, phone number, extension).
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